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« Fear not ; for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.” 





VOL. Il. 


THE SALVATION OF ALL MEN 
ILLUSTRATED AND DEFENDED. 

‘Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, and 
honour, and power: For thou hast created all 
things ; and for thy pLeasuRs they are and were 
created.” Rev. iv. 11. 

(Continued from page 348.) 

If it is admitted, (and we think it must be,) that 
the Scriptures contain no account of God's cursing 
man, when he fell, nor of alaw, given man before 
he fell, whose penalty is endless misery ; and if it 
likewise be admitted, (and we think it must,) that 
the death Adam died, when he transgressed, was, 
from being spiritually minded, which is life, to 
become carnally minded, which is death, we may 
proceed in the inquiry, and ask, Did God promul- 
gate any law, after the fall, the violation of which 
incurred the penalty of suffering in a future mode 
of existence, posterior to the present ? Reader, if 
such a law was promulgated, the Scriptures un- 
questionably contain proof of the fact. And if 
the Scriptures are altogether silent on this head, 
no man is authorized te assert that a law to this 
effect exists; the asseverations of Calvin, Hop- 
kins, Arminius, and all their adherents to the con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

Now, we assert, that the Scriptures contain no 
account of any law, promulgated after the fall, 
which inflicts any other penalty than suffering in 
this mode of existence, for any breach of that 
law! When our opponents can produce the chap- 
ter and verse which contains the contrary, it will 
be time enough to acknowledge it. 

What does the law, (“which was ordained by 
angels in the hand of a Mediator,” Gai. iii. and 
given from Sinai,) require ? 

Ans. Perfeet obedience. 

Who incur its penalty ? 

Ans. All who do not render perfect obedience 
to its requisitions. And these are all mankind. 
“ By the deeds of the law shall no flesh be justi- 
fied in his sight ;” therefore, if the law threatens 
endless misery to one, it threatens endless misery 
toali! Christ declared, “ Till heaven and earth 
pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass 
from the law, till all be fulfilled,” Matt.v. Now, 
reader, as certain as God is true, if the law threat- 
ens endless misery for a breach of its commands, 
all men having violated it, al! men, without any 
exception, will be made endless’y miserable ! 

The law does not threaten endless or any 
penalty or punishment for a violation of its re- 
quisitions, in a mode of existence posterior to 
the present. Therefore, if mankind suffer after 
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this life, it will not be for violating the law of 
Moses. Believers in endless misery, might with 
as much propriety say, that the law of God, given 
from Sinai, threatens endless misery to every 
man who wears long hair, as to say it threatens 
endless misery to any of Adam's race. 

Christ declared, Matt. xxiv. 35, “ Heaven and 
earth shall pass away.” Again: As before quoted, 
“ Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle 
shall in no wise pass from the law, till ail be ful- 
filled,’ Matt. v. Paul declares, Gal. iii. 19, 
“ Wherefore then serveth the law ? (He answers,) 
It was added because of transgressions, fill (for 
the time being until the event spoken of,) the 
seed should come to whom (the seed) the pro- 
mise was made.” Again, Christ declared, Luke 
xvi. 16, “ The law and the prophets were until 
John: since that time the kingdom of God is 
preached,” &c. But, lamentable to add, nearly 
1800 years have rolled away, and there are yet 
thousands who preach Moses in their synagogues 
{churches) every Sabbath ; (first day of the week, 
not the seventh,) and are so blind as to seek their 
own righteousness under the law, instead of ac- 
cepting justification by the “faith of Christ.” 

«“ The Lord will magnify his law, and make it 
honourable,” is the language of God's prophet. 
Isa. xlii. 21. And the time is coming, when it 
shall be written in every heart, and all shall know 
him, from the least unto the greatest. Heb. viii. 

Reader, with these testimonies staring you in 
the face, how can you say, that the law threatens 
endless misery to one of the children of men ? 
How can you say, that the law would be magni- 
fied, and made honourable, by the endless misery 
of mankind, when it requires of them perfect obe- 
dience? How can it be fulfilled, unless perfect 
obedience be rendered unto it ? Is it magnifying a 
law, and making it honourable, to hang a man for 
violating it? Look at England. Consider the 
many thousands who have been legally murdered 
for the violation of English laws. For commit- 
ting crimes, (which the law itself aggravated, and) 
which under the milder, more just, and conse- 
quently, (because more jusf,) more merciful gov- 
ernment of the U. S. A. do not subject the crim- 
inal to the loss of hfe, nor limb! Hanging a crim- 
inal will most assuredly prevent his doing any 
harm ; and, likewise,any good! Hanging a man 
spoils him. It was well said, “ A man after he is 
hung is good for nothing.” The law which des- 
troys men, and mekes them, from heing good for 
something, to be good for nothing, can never be 
magnified, nor made honourable, by this means, 
unless to destroy men, and reduce them from be- 
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ing good for something to be good for nothing, 
magnifies (hem, and makes them honourable. 

All laws require perfect obedience to their re- 
quisitions. A violation of the requisitions of a 
law, and a compliance with the requisitions of the 
law, are the greatest extremes and opposites. 
Therefore, if a law is made honourable by viola- 
ting it, it is disgraced by the keeping of it. And 
if a law is made honourable by complying with 
its commands, it is disgraced by violating its com- 
mands. The Scripture says, “In the multitude of 
the people is the honour of a king ; and for want 
of people cometh the destruction of the prince,” 
Prov. xiv, 28. The king and his laws sink or swim 
together! Let the king of England increase the 
cognizance of his laws; and include as capital 
offences, the commonest foibles incident to his 
subjects ; let his laws be magnified and made 
honourable by banging ninety-nine out of a hun- 
dred of all his subjects, and in proportion as he 
magnified his law, and made it honourable, he 
would be reduced and disgraced. There is an in- 
timate connexion between the law and the sub- 
ject of the law. To magnify a law, is to conform 
to all its requisitions. Were the laws of England 
magnified, &c. by the revolt of our fathers from 
that government ? Would they have been magni- 
fied, &c. if the authors of the laws had quelled the 
revolt, destroyed every person who revolted, 
and, by that means, left the country desolate and 
waste ? Are not laws magnified and made hon- 
ourable, when all who are under them testify 
their approbation of the laws, by observing, per- 
fectly, all their requisitions ? Can laws be magni- 
fied any other way? No! Never! 

The truth of the foregoing position can be 
proved, tius—The Scripture says, “ The law of 
the Lord is perfect, converting the soul.” There- 
fore, if it did not convert the soul, it would be 
imperfect. This, then, is the perfection of God's 
law. It is sin which desfroys the soul. Sin, there- 
tore, is imperfect. God, speaking of men, says, 
‘* Twill put my laws into their mind, and write 
them in their hearts.” This js the means by which 
God makes his laws honourable, and magnifies 
them! Not by destroying those who violate them, 
by inflicting cruel penalties injurious to the offend- 
er, but by enlightening his understanding, “ gui- 
ding him with bis counsel, and afterward receiv- 
ing him into glory!” To effect this, “ When the 
fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his 
Son, made of a woman, made under the law, to 
redeem them that were under the law, that we 
might receive the adoption of sons,” (Gal.iv. 4, 5.) 
This brings us to the consideration of, what is cal- 
led, “ The Alonement.” 

(To be Continued.) 
a 
From the (Portland) Christian Intelligencer. 
ANNUAL MEETINGS. 

The General Convention of Universalists, of the 

four New-England States and others, convenes 
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on the third Wednesday and Thursday of Sep. 
tember ; the next meeting to be holden at War. 
ner, N.H. 

The Northern Association of Universalist: 
holden on the first Wedoesday and Thursday ig 
October ; next session in Barre, Vt. 

The Western Association, &c. holden at Lee 
Oneida County, N. ¥. the first Wednesday and 
Thursday in June next. 

The Eastern Association, &c. next to be holden 
in Turner, Maine, the last Wednesday and Thurs. 
day in June, 1822. 

The Northern Ohio Universalian Associatiny 
organized in September last, adjourned to meet 
at Shalersville, Portage County, Ohio, the firs 
Wednesday and Thursday in September. 

A semi-annual meeting, called the Southerp 
Association, which convenes in December ani 
Jane, the next meeting to be holden in Wren. 
tham, at the Baptist meeting-house, on the Second 
Wednesday of June next. 

—<—=—_ 


WHAT SEEK YE? 


“ Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me : and to hin 
that ordereth his conversation aright will I shoy 
the satvation of God.” Psa. |. 23. 


It was remarked by Mr. Murray, when a violent 
opponent contended that the Scriptures contained 
nothing in favour of the salvation of all men, that 
it was not surprising he should arrive at that con- 
clusien, for he searched for damaation instead of 
salvation! It may be said of this man, He did 
not “order his conversation aright :” for, it is 
him that “ offereth praise that glorifieth God!” 

The prophet has defined praise to consist in an 
expression of thanks to God, for his mercy and 
goodness, which endureth for ever. Modern zeal: 
ots have defined praise to be an expression of 
holy joy, arising in the regenerated heart, at the 
prospect of the endless wreitchedness of their chil- 
ts en, friends, and dearest connexions! And this 
kind of praise is to be shouted aloud, when the 
flames of an endless hell receive their children, &c 
forever andever!!! There is something so out- 
rageously abominable and wicked in this, that, to 
the honour of Auman nature be it said, no person 
can arrive at this species of holiness, until he bas 
divested himself of natural affection, and become, 
by an intimate unicn, the companion of Deril:, 
and the “ child of hell!” 

For the better illustration of this, consider an 
earthly father, who has ten children, five of whom 
strive to ingratiate themselves in their father’s fe- 
vour to the detriment of the residue. They, how- 
ever, mistaking their father’s true character, and 
“ supposing him to be altogether such an one 2 
themselves,” offer him for praise, what would be 
agreeable to their own corrupt hearts and imagin- 
ations. 

They inform him, that he would be just, if he 
were to abandon all his offspring ; and, instead ©! 
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srantiag them protection, torment them with in-| them offer it to their governor, and see if he will 
-onceivable wretchedness. That they are con-|aceept it.” 
vinced, from their knowledge of his characierand| Let the character and praise, which Calvinists 
purposes, that it never was his intention to favour | and Hopkinsians offer to the great Father of man- 
more thana “ part,a definite number ;” that they | kind, be offered to an earthly father, and see if he 
hope he will regard them, and confer his inherit-/ will accept it! There is not a Calvinistic nor 
ance on them; who are so resigned to his wi'l that, Hopkinsian professor nor preacher, in existence, 
helieving themselves to be his favourites, they are who would not prosecute, to the utmost extremity 
willing to be abandoned likewise. That they con- of the law, the man, who should presume to de- 
sider his plan of favouring them, and making their fame his character, by attributing to him the 
brethren miserable, the most conducive to the hap- | abominable purposes and actions, which are ascri- 
piness of the whole, of any thing he could devise. | bed, with mock solemnity, and hypocritical grim- 
That their brethrens’ sufferings will redound to his} ace, to the august King of kings, and Lord of 
honour, in praise of his justice, as much as their| lords!!! 
own happiness will exalt his mercy! That their} Let this subject be brought home to our divine 
brethren, so far from having any claims to his doctors’ business and bosoms. Let a man declare 
goodness, if they were to be put into possession | publicly, that Dr. Spring decreed and declared, 
of a part of the inheritance, would not make a before the birth of his children, that he would 
ood use of it; bui they will receive it with grat- confine his favours and kindness, as a parent, to 
itude; and alwevys evince it, by praising him for|@ few, a “definite number.” That only this de- 
his mercy in enriching them, and making their finite number, the smallest part of his family, 
brethren miserable. should share his affection, or inherit his estate ;° 
That they have no regard for the inherifance, in| and that he would make this distinction in his 
itself considered, all they want, is to be put into children wilhout regard (o their merits or demerits ! 
possession of the inheritance, from the considera- That he would cherish, with a father’s love, a small 
tion of the peculiar advantages they will receive, | part of his children, and give them all his estate ; 
to enable them to admire his character, and view,|and the residue, the greatest number, notwith- 
to their satisfaction, the justice of the vengeance | standing they should be as deserving as those he 
inflicted on their brethren. They likewise assure | favoured, he would regard with hatred, and visit 
him, that if he were to divide his inheritance | upon their heads all the vengeance in his power, 
equally among the whole, he would ruin his repu-| and make them the subjects of wretchedness and 
tation for justice! That it is absolutely necessa-| unutterable despair!!! Let a man declore to the 
ry to save his character from merited obloquy,| above effect, of this filled disciple of Hopkins, 
that he should make one half miserable at least ;| and ascribe to him the same character which he, 
and they are surprised at his goodness in giving | from his pulpit, would attach to the King of Hea- 
his inheritance to them. They, however, admire | ven, and he would prosecute him for a LIBEL!!! 
his plan, and are satisfied, that if all were inclu-| Let him “ offer this to his governor, and see if he 
ded and made happy, that very great misery would | will accept it!” 
be the consequence ! Reader, let imagiuation take her flight, mea- 
Their humility is so great, also, that they assure | sure creation, and scan the height and depth of 
their father, unless he keeps ene half in forment, | all that is detestable in purpose, and cruel in ac- 
before their eyes, there would be no reasonable | tion, and you will find it outdone in the imagin- 
probability of keeping them dutiful. For fear) ary demon, whom blind man has dignified with 
of misery is, with them, a much greater incentive|the name of God. Where isthe man, who would 
to duty than gratitude ! Consequently, it is abso-| not be ambitious of the character and praise of 
lutely necessary to torment their brethren in their | the “ only living and true God ?” Asa Father, he 
presence, that they, seeing the consequences of| « pitieth those that fear (are afraid of) him.” His 
their father’s displeasure, may, from holy fear, re-| language, even to his rebellious children, is, « I 
frain from transgressing against him. And they | have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgres- 
urge this from another very weighty considera- | sions, and, as a cloud, thy sins; return unto me, 
tion, their Jove for his character arises wholly| for I have redeemed thee.” As if he had said, 
from their admiration of his justice in making| Let not fear, the effect of ignorance of my char- 
their brethren miserable ; and they shall derive as| acter, keep you from your Father's home. Have 
much pure enjoyment from witnessing their suffer-| you sinned? Are your transgressions as a thick 
ings, as from the possession of the inheritance it-| cloud, and your sins like a cloud? fear not. | am 
self. The petitioners, therefore, humbly pray, | full of compassion—long-suffering—abundant in 
that the time may speedily arrive, when they may | gooduess,—I_ never afflict willingly,—neither 
have the whole of the inheritance, and enjoy the | height, nor depth, nor life, nor death, shall be able 
unspeakable happiness of hearing the groans, and |to separate from my love, which is manifested 
Witnessing the misery of their brethren ! a a 
God told the Israelites, by bis prophet, when been be ¥ _— a ae . Oe, oes 
they offered him the poorest of their flock, “Let! manner Ae. alt is ial so a Witteais 9 
' purses ot his parishioners 
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through Jesus Christ your Lord! “ For the moun- 
tains shall depart, and the hills be removed ; but 
my kindness shall not depart from thee, neither 
shall the covenant of my peace be removed, saith 
the Lord that hath mercy on thee.” Therefore, 
“return unto me.” Return! For “I will have 
mercy on thee.” Come! For “I will abundantly 
pardon.” As a Governor among the nations, He 
is justand good. “He maketh his sun to rise on 
the evil and on the good: and sendeth rain on 
the just, and on the unjust.” He judgeth righ- 
teously. (Mercifully. For this is the proper defini- 
tion of the word.) He chasteneth, not to tor- 
ment, without regard to the well-being of the 
sufferer, but that the sufferer “ may be made par- 
taker of his holiness.” This, in brief, may be con- 
sidered the character of God our Heavenly Fath- 
er, and descriptive of his dealing with mankind 
his offspring. To speak his praise in full, would 
require more than an angel's tongue. To recite 
all his kindness and mercy, would employ all his 
creatures, throughout a wasteless eternity. 

“ Whoso offereth praise glorifieth God.” Read- 
er, all God's works and purposes deserve praise. 
We ask you, Is it praising God, and will it glorify 
him, to ascribe to him a character and purposes, 
which would disgrace a man to acknowledge, 
and the allegation of which, would blacken him 
with odium? Do those glorify God, who offer 
as praise, that, which if offered to themselves, 
would fill them with indignation? Can it be pos- 
sible that a man would be ashamed to acknow- 
ledge himself to possess the character which he 
ascribes to his Maker? Yes. It is a fact. And 
God, the merciful Father of mankind, is accused 
of purposes and designs, which would have dis- 
graced Robespierre—Nero—and Caligula ! 

“To him that ordereth his conversation aright, 
will I show the salvation of God.” Having expo- 
sed the wickedness (for we cannot call it by ano- 
ther and better name,) of Calvinistic and Hop- 
kinsian praise, and proved that, instead of glorify- 
ing, they libel and disgrace God, &c. it follows, 
that they order their “ conversation wrong !”” Con- 
sequently, they have not, neither can they see 
the “ salvation of God.” They have seen the sal- 
vation of Calvin and Hopkins, and a miserable 
thing it is. “ Our God is the God of salvation.” 
You cannot praise him without glorifying him. 
And you cannot glorify him, unless you ascribe to 
him his true character. His name is SAVIOUR! 
His character is to be a SAVIOUR, not a DE- 
STROYER. 

Reader, “Gop 1s Love.” If you know God's 
true character, you will offer praise in the ascrip- 
tions of a heart overflowing with gratitude ; and 
glorify his name, SAVIOUR! Then you will or- 
der your conversation aright ; and to you will be 
shown the salvation of God! 

a 

Dr. Franklin's Morning Prayer.—“ O powerful 

Goodness, bountiful Father, merciful Guide! In- 





crease in me that wisdom which discovers my 
truest interest ; strengthen my resolution to per 
form what that wisdom dictates ; accept my king 
offices to thy other creatures, as the only retury 
in my power for thy continual favours to me 
— 
From the (Portland) Christian Intelligencer 
SEVEN STRONG REASONS 
For believing all men will be saved, 

“ And be ready always to give an answer to ever, 
man that asketh you a reason of the hope that ;; 
in you, with meekness and fear,” 1 Pet. iii. 15 
Reason 1. Because both reason and revelation 

teaches that God is good and merciful to all meg, 

created all things for his pleasure, and will ac. 
complish his purpose in the dispensation of the 
fulness of times ; and it is neither good nor merc; 
ful to create beings to be endlessly miserabje 

Ps. cxlv. 7, 8,9. Rev. iv. 11. Eph. i. 9, 10, 11, 
2. God has but one will, and that he has e¢:. 

pressly revealed in the Scriptures, viz. He will 

have all mento be saved, and come to the know- 
ledge of the truth; and he is unchangeable, and 
cannot, therefore, have any other will. 1 Tim. ji 

4. Phil. ii. 13. James i. 17. 

3. God sent his Son into the world, to do his 
will, and suffer nothing finally to be lost; and 
with him was well pleased. John vi. 38. ayii 
2,3. Matt. iii. 17. 

4. Jesus, in perfect obedience to his Father, 
gave himself a ransom for all men, tasted death for 
every man, and was a propitiation for the sins of 
the whole world. 1 Tim. ii. 6, 6, 7. Heb. ii 9 
1 John iv. 10. 

5. The will of God in the salvation of all, bar. 
monizes with the promises and prophecies of the 
Old and New Testaments. Gen. xii. 1, 2, 3. Gal 
iii. 8. Acts iii. 25,26. Ps. ii.8. xxii. 27. Isaiah 
xxv. 6,7,8. Acts iii. 90,21. Rev. v. 13. 

6. All rational benevolent creatures would re- 
joice in the bliss of all men, and we are command- 
ed to pray for all, and that God's will may be 
done in earth, as in Heaven. 1 John iv. 2 
1 Tim. ii. 1,2,3. Matt. vi. 9, 10. xviii. 19. 

7. Since none but evil demons and unholy men 
are opposed to God’s impartial, benevolent, re- 
vealed and perfect will, and the Devil and all his 
works will be destroyed, we ought to be willing to 
labour and suffer reproach, trusting in the living 
God, who is the Saviour of all men, especially of 
those who believe. Rom. viii. 31,32, Heb. ii 
14, 15. IT John iii. 8. 1 Tim. iv. 10. 

—<—=—__— 
For tHe Gosret Heracp. 

Mr. Eprtror,—You are requested to publish the 
following copy of a letter, in your instructive pe 
per, that your readers may see the /iberality 0 
those pious men, who are willing to do and suffer 
so much for the good of souls. The letter we: 
given into the hands of the Doctor, and we are 
pretty correctly informed, that, on reading it, he 


‘grew angry, till he threw it in the fire, (not thet 
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to which he thinks the writer of it exposed ;) and 
would not condescend to instruct an bumble in- 


irer. 

"the name of the writer shall be given, if re- 
quired. 

Portland, Dec. 20, 1821. 
Rev. Epwarp Payson, 

Sin,—Not questioning the readiness with which 
every minister of Jesus would so far follow his 
golden rule as to give any explanation, and com- 
municate all possible instruction, for the benefit 
of the sincere inquirer for truth, I am the more 
encouraged in making these remarks, and, with 
corresponding queries, presenting them for your 
consideration ; together with a humble and ear- 
pest request, that you would return that instruct- 
ive answer which your wisdom shall dictate. In- 
deed, were I able to see how you could, con- 
scientiously, refuse an answer, I would not sur- 
prise you with this communication. Indulge me, 
Sir, in the same unstudied and familiar expres- 
sion of my ideas, that I should use were I enjoy- 
ing with you a personal interview, on the same 
subject. Frequently have I heard you, in your 
official capacity ; and not only enjoyed spiritual 
refreshment, bat received instruction from your 
jabours. Making it a practice to take heed, yea, 
the more earnest heed, to the things which I have 
beard, lest, at any time, I should not profit by 
them; comparing them with the Sacred Scrip- 
tures, assisted by that lamp of reason, with which 
eur Heavenly Father has kindly blessed us. I 
was led by your lecture, last evening, to a few 
reflections, which I am disposed to lay before 
you, believing it will be for our mutual benefit, 
which it shall ever be my duty to consult. 

Your subject was, Acts ix. 11, in part, “ Be- 
hold, he prayeth.” If my memory is not treach- 
erous, your first argument was, “That it is a 
strange and extraordinary thing, for one of our 
sinful and depraved race to pray ;” or words te 
that amount. This you attempted to prove, by 
a learned criticism on the word, Behold —*“ Be- 
hold—he prayeth.” You observed that, “ behold, 
was an expression of wonder and surprise ; and 
that the author of the text, Jesus Christ, was in 
this, as in other instances, the subject of that sur- 
prise. That if the Saviour himself marvelled at 
the sight, that a sinner should pray, how much 
greater reason have others to be surprised at it.” 
Another instance, Sir, in which your learning 
and talents carried you beyond my imperfect 
and feeble comprehension, was, your argument 
that “the expression, Behold, he prayeth, furnish- 
ed abundant proof that he never prayed before, 
but had lived a prayerless, careless, life, like other 
people.” I am fully convinced, Sir, that a man 
of mere common education and common abilities, 
would not be likely to understand the test as you 
did, nor attempt to raise and support from it, such 

arguments. What would cause men, like myself, 
ofnothing more than a mediocrity of intellect, or 
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powers of mind, and not blessed with a “ perfect 
education,” to suppose, that the Saviour was 
himself surprised at a thing, with which he was 
perfectly familiar, and which be revealed to his 
servant? I had always understood, before I heard 
you, that a person was surprised at whatever was 
new and unexpected ; that it implied a degree of 
disappointment. But, surely, the Saviour could 
not be disappointed that Paul prayed! Why did 
not the translators affix the note of wonder to the 
word behold! as in many other instances? My 
understanding of the subject is, that if there was 
any astonishment, it must have been in Ananias, 
to whom Jesus said, “ Behold, he prayeth.” 

Not wishing to stand in competition with a Di- 
vine of your erudition, I was led to reflect on @ 
few of the many passages, where the word behold 
is used, and apparently in the same connexion as 
in your text, and to endeavour to discern the con- 
sistency of your learned criticism. Should I adopt 
your mode of interpretation, pray inform me, 
learned Sir, how I should understand the verse 
preceding your subject? “ Behold, I am here, 
Lord.” Would it not lead me to conclude, first, 
that Ananias was surprised that he was there ? 
and, second, that he never was there before ? 
Pray, what is the difference in the use of the 
word behold, in the 10th and 11th verses? God 
saith, “ Behold, my servant, whom I uphold.” 
Was he surprised ? Indeed, on supposition that he 
and the Lord Jesus are one Being, was not God 
surprised when Saul prayed, and also, that he up- 
held his serrant Jesus, which was nimsetr? “ Be- 
hold, Satan hath desired to have thee.”—*“ Be- 
hold, here are two swords.” —“ Behold, ye are no- 
thing,” and a thousand instances, which might be 
mentioned, where the word is used in the same 
sense asin your text, so far as my humble edu- 
cation and feeble abilities enable me to discover 
But, to adopt your reasoning from them, would 
be curious indeed. Doubtless, you presumed 
your audience did not so understand it, or you 
would not have given them information, by your 
criticism. After looking through the chapter con- 
taining your text, with the greatest attention and 
prayerfulness, I am unable to discover how you 
could either argue, that Jesus marvelled at the 
prayer of Saul, or that it proved he never prayed 
before. Your assistance is humbly requested. As 
your discourses are studied, | may presume you 
will be able to assign a reason for your explana- 
tion, or use of the passage. 

Your first inference was tantamount to this ; 
“ If it were so remarkable and strange for one of 
the human family to pray, that Jesus, and others, 
were surprised at it, we may rationally infer, thet 
all men are, by nature, totally and entirely depra- 
ved and sinful.” But, Rev. Sir, 1 am too illiterate 
to discover any ground for that inference, even 
admitting your essumption, for argument, wes 
correct. Because a man, notorious for his reli- 
gious madness, and persecuting spirit, was =m 
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humbled as to pray, does it follow as a logical 
consequence, that all men are entirely sinful? I 
should have reasoned widely different ; thus: If 
the prayer of persecuting Saul excited the sur- 
prise of Jesus, we may presume it was an uncom- 
mon instance, and different from what he ex- 
pected. If all men were as sinful as Saul, and 
their reformation as marvellous, the dear Redeem- 
er would be in continual wonder and astonish- 
ment, or disappointment, without a moment's 
time for calm reflection ! 

Does not the text as fairly prove, that all men, 
including children, are as violent persecutors as 
Saul, as it does that they are equally depraved ? 
Again, Does it not as rationally follow, that all 
men are chosen vessels of God? He was as much 
an exception for his spirit of persecution, as for 
his call to the ministry, as I understand it. But, 
Rev. Sir, did you not reason in a singular man- 
ner? Ought not you to prove, in the first place, 
that Saul was totally depraved and sinful ; and 
that all others are as wicked as he was? 

I must acknowledge my astonishment was in- 
creased, on hearing your second inference, “ That 
when a person prayed, it showed he had met with 
a great change, and was renewed by the sovereign 
grace of God.” Observe, your first argument and 
inference were equal to this, That Jesus and oth- 
ers are surprised that totally sinful and depraved 
creatures could pray ; and, your second inference, 
in reality, is, that none of that description ever 


did pray, since they must have met with a creat 


cuancs, by sovereign grace! If they are so 
changed, as to be new creatures, and all old things 
are done away, they are not entirely depraved. 
The new creature is different from the old. I 
should suppose it would be as remarkable for the 
new creature not to pray, as it would for the old 
one to observe prayer. Had you found premisses, 
from which to infer, that it was marvellous for 
sovereign grace to renew or change one of our 
sinful race, I should have understood you, for I 
think it must have been your meaning: but to in- 
fer that it is next to a miracle for creatures wholly 
sinful to invoke a blessing, and then infer, from 
the same discourse, that such a thing never hap- 
pened, is a climax of erudition to which I have 
never attained. Perhaps, the difficulty lies, in 
not understanding that school-phrase, “ sovereign 
grace.” As it is not in the Bible, am not satis- 
fied with what it implies. “Our Father, who is 
in Heaven,” is never, I believe, called a Sovereign 
in the sacred Book. 

Near the close of your discourse, you intima- 
ted that “some people expected to go to Heaven 
without being changed or made holy ; and that it 
was as delusive, as for a deaf man to anticipate 
the pleasure of sounds, at a concert of music ; or 
for a blind man to expect satisfaction from be- 
holding a gallery of pictures.” I wanted to ask 
you, Sir, if you ever knew either case to exist ? 
Did you ever see a man who was blind, that ex- 
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pected to see pictures, while remaining blind? Or, ¢ 
man of common sense, that expected to en. 
Heaven in sin and rebellion ? No, I think oe 
they both expect to be changed in order to % 
joy, &c. (that is, one to have his eyes Opened 
the other, to be saved from sin,) and would jt n . 
be as well to show them the real error of their we 
pectations? If they cannot change themsely.. 
but “depend on sovereign grace,” as you a 
served, and if that grace does not renew them 
whence is their relief to be obtained? [am . 
self, Sir, interested to infinity, in the question I 
God's sovereign grace change you, and leave me 1p 
perish for ever, can I work the ehange myself? ¢ 
can I prevent the operation of sovereign grace: 
or can it be my fault that sovereign grace does yoy 
save me? As a sincere inquirer, I solicit your, 
sistance ; and being a professed minister of Jesy: 
Christ, you will condescend to instruct me 

Toconclude. You are requested, Rev. Sir, 
point out those passages of the New Testamep: 
which enjoin vocal family prayer, night and 
morning. You appeared to have no charity fo; 
Christians who do not pray in their families so a: 
to be heard, (“if they have any,”) every nigh 
and morning ; not excepting the humble Quakers 
secret prayer. If vocal family prayer be an ey. 
idence of a new heart, you can point to the pas. 
sages which assert it. If we are to pray twice in 
a day, does it matter nothing how Jong we pray’ 
Ought not you to have told us what we should 
ask in prayer? If you say, the desire of the hear 
must dictate it, I ask, whether that be not the 
real prayer, even, according to the Catechism on 
that article ? I hold to prayer, but am not willing 
to acknowledge myself less suppliant, because | 
am not heard by men in the corner of the street: 
Any information you may communicate on (he 
subject will be gratefully received. If 1 have 
misunderstood you, humanity requires you to 
correct my mistakes ; if I have not, the religion 
of Jesus would prompt you to give me more light 

I am, Rey. Sir, Yours, affectionately, 
S.R 
— 

To tae Evrror or tae Gospet Herat 

Sir, I have for some considerable time doubted 
whether what is generally taught and believed res- 
pecting the Devil, or devils, makes any part of the 
Christian faith. It appears to me, thére is a mucl 
greater importance given to him, and much grea! 
er power ascribed to him, by men, than the 4! 
mighty has ever given to any being except his on 
ly begotten Son. Indeed, it appears that our teac! 
ers frequently ascribe much greater power to him 
than to Christ: For they tell us, that he will eter 
nally rule and reign, over much the greatest por- 
tion of the human family, in spite of all that Christ 
has done or will do; although Christ declares be 
came to save the world, and an apostle declares 
that Christ is the propitiation for the sins of the 
“whole world ;” that it is the Father's “ good ples 





THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


ore in the dispensation of the fulness of times, to 
thet together all things in Christ, both which are 
in heaven and in earth, even in him ;” and that all 
yo die in Adam shall be made alive in Christ, 


Notwithstanding, our ministers tell us, the great- 


et portion of men will not be made alive in Christ, 
tut wil die eternally, and that Satan will gather 
together the greatest part of mankind in hell. 

| recently attended to hear two sermons deliv- 
ered by avery respectable Calvinistic minister, on 
the subject of the present and future torment of 


pevils. His text was from 2 Peter ii. 4. “ For if 
God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast 
Jem down to bell, and delivered them into chains 
of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment.” | 
heard with more than usual anxiety, knowing the 
preacher to be well versed in the original langua- 
-es in which the Scriptures were written. I was 
disappointed, however, in my expectation of ob- 
taining any additional light, by which to mark 
more distinetly the characteristic of this prince 
infernal, who is so generally supposed to be al- 
most omnipotent. The preacher observed that a 
corresponding passage in Jude said, that the an- 
cels kept not their first estate, but left their own 
habitation; which he said, meant that they were 
once in Heaven, and were holy and happy. He 
then observed, the question would arise, how 
they became sinful ? and answered, that although 
they were indeed created perfectly holy, and pro- 
nounced by their Creator to be very good, they 
did not continue in obedience to the divine gov- 
ernment, because of the pride and evil inclina- 
tions of their hearts or minds, by which they 
were led to revolt and rebel ; for which rebellion 
they were cast down to hell. Here I must con- 
fess | was surpri the preacher did not per- 
ceive that in the place, he had not proved 
that the angels mentioned in the text were really 
Devils ; the text does not call them such ; and he 
admitted that in Scripture, men were frequently 
called angels, and that the term angel always sig- 
nified messenger ; 2nd, that he has not proved that 
those beings were ever in Heaven, as he asserted 
they were: and, 3d, that his answer to the ques- 
tion, how they came to sin, amounted to a most 
palpable absurdity. All must see the glaring in- 
consistency of supposing that beings created per- 
feetly holy, perfectly good, and happy, could pos- 
sess such rebellious pride, and evil inclination of 
heartand mind, as to lead them to overt acts of 
treacherous revolt, and an attempt to revolution- 
ize the government of Heaven, creating such 
horrible commotions in that holy happy place, 
as to cause the departure and final banishment of 
a great portion of its inhabitants to Tartarus ; 
which he said was the original word translated 
Hell, in his text. He explained further, that the 
word Tartarus, which our translators have render- 
Hell, signifies air, or atmosphere. To prove that 
the air was the abode of these fallen spirits, he 
quoted Eph. ii. 2, “Wherein in time past ye 
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walked according to the course of this world, ac- 
cording to the prince of the power of the air, the 
spirit that now worketh in the hearts of the chil- 
dren of disobedience.” Now, Sir, if this be a cor- 
rect exposition of the text, it follows, that the 
apostle Peter understood hell to be in this world, 
in the air ; and then it would follow that all the 
wicked, who die in their sins, must be there too, 
for our ministers tell us they all go to the Devil ; 
and if that be the place of torment, it is easy to 
conjecture what kind of fire and brimstone they 
are tormented with : it must be the electric fluid, 
with which the atmosphere is highly impregnated. 

May we not be permitted to indulge in a far- 
ther conjecture, that this view of the state and 
nature of the torments of Devils, may, in some 
measure, account for demoniac possession ? The 
Devils being so tormented by their confinement 
to this atmospheric abode, may find great relief 
by entering the bodies of men; and it would 
seem as if on one occasion they thought it a spe- 
cial favour to be permitted to enter the swine, 
rather than return to their usual abode. This dis- 
covery of the place of abode, and nature of the 
torment of Devils, also settles the question as to 
the destiny of those wicked men, spoken of in 
Matt. xxv. 41, who were sentenced to depart into 
everlasting fire, prepared for the Devil and his 
angels. The preacher said it was declared in the 
2d epistle to the Corinthians, that the Devil be- 
guiled Eve. But this wants confirmation. Paul 
says, 2 Cor. xi. 3, that the serpent beguiled Eve ; 
he does not call him the Devil. He quoted Isa. 
xiv. 12, “ How art thou fallen from heaven, O 
Lucifer, son of the morning?” He admitted that 
the passage alluded to a wicked king ; but con- 
tended that Isaiah borrowed the language from 
some other source, but did not show us from 
what source. He also quoted Rev. sii. 4—9, 
where a dragon is spoken of, who drew a third 
part of the stars of heaven with his tail, and cast 
them to the earth; and who fought with his an- 
gels against Michael and his angels, and was cast 
down tothe earth. But he admitted that this pas- 
sage also was written in language highly figura- 
tive, and might allude to what had taken place in 
this world. 


He also quoted Rev. xiv. 10,11, “ And the 
smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and 
ever ;” and contended that the term for erer and 
ever necessarily meant endless duration ; although 
he admitted the terms for ever, and everlasting, 
frequently meant a limited duration. But I could 
not see how the term for ever and ever, could ne- 
cessarily mean endless duration, while it be ad- 
mitted that the term for ever means a limited 
time ; because that two for evers put together, 
can only be twice as long as one for ever; con- 
sequently, both must have an end. He then re- 
marked, that some would argue that God would 
be more merciful to a race of beings who sinned 
through femplation, than be would be to those 
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who had sinned of their own free will. (Which by | 
the by, I thought pretty reasonable.) He was of 
a different opinion, for, said he, the devils have | 
never rejected a Saviour. If there be any one) 
place in the abodes of the damned more dreadful | 
than another, it ought to be assigned to that por- | 
tion of the human family, who have rejected a 
Saviour. Now I cannot see, if this view of the 
subject be correct, why it would not be most ' 
merciful, and productive of most good, to keep | 
oar missionaries at home ; for ifthe elect only are | 
to be saved, by an analterable decree of God, | 
who hath made abundant provision Yor their cer- 
tain and final glorification, and who is abundantly 
able to convert all the elect among the heathen | 
by his own Spirit, without the help of men, why | 
should we send missionaries to preach Christ to! 
the non-elect heathen, who will, according to the | 
eternal decrees of God, certainly reject him, and | 
thereby increase, in an awful degree, their future | 
torments? Is it for such a purpose that the citi- | 
zens of the United States were recently called 
upon by a champion in the missionary cause, in 
the Boston Recorder, to contribute a /enth part of 
their whole estates, which, it was computed, would 
amount tu the moderate sum of eight hundred mil- 
lions of dollars! about enough to raise up, educate, 
send forth, and pay, sixty two thousand missionaries. 
Let us return to the subject, as | cannot perceive | 
that the preacher has given any specification of 
those distinctive characteristics, by which we! 
mighi identify this mysterious and potent enemy 
of our race, I think it most safe to abide by those 
plain and positive declarations of Scripture, which 
= us the most clear and rational discoveries of 
e character and gracious designs of our blessed | 
Creator. For, let the devil be whoever or whatcy or 
he may, we have :he declaration of the apostle 
Paul, that Christ came to “destroy death, and bim | 
that had the power of death, which is the Devil."| 
Heb. ii. 14. The all important question wiih a lost | 
world, is, not how the Devil came to sin? or, 
whence he derived his being? But how shall we , 
be saved from our sinful and perisbing state, and 
be restored to holiness and happiness? On this sub- | 
ject the Scriptures are abundantly full and clear. 
God declares that he “so loved the world, that | 
he gave them his Son, that whusoever believeu 
on Tim should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.” That “ he sent not his Son to condemn the 
world, but that the world through him migat be 
saved.” And Paul says, “ He that spared noi his 
own Son, but delivered him for us all, how 
shall he not with him also 
things.” 


| 
| 
| 


u 
freely give us all 
If we wish to -know what the will of 
God is, concerning a world lying in wickedness, 
let us attend to his word. He says he will visit 
their transgressions with a rod and their iniquities 
with stripes, but will not take away bis loving- 


kindness, nor suffer his faithfulness to fail. That 
Jesus shall save his people from their sins. 4// 
must be his people, for he tasted death for every 
man, and gave himself a ransom for all, to be tes- 
tified in due time. And God declares it is his 
good pleasure, in the fulness of the dispensation of 
times, to gather together all things in Christ, both 
which are in Heaven and in earth, even in him. 
That when the body returns to dust, as it was, the 
Spirit shall return to God who gave it. 

Now if any man lack wisdom let him ask of 
God who giveth liberally to all men. Jesus is 
the true light that a every man that cometh 
into the world. He has said, “Seek, and ye 
shall find; ask, and it shall be given unto you.” 
Let us abide in his commandments, that we may 
abide in his love ; pray for all men, give thanks 
to God for all men, and rejoice in the grace of 
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God, which bringeth salvation to el! me; 
ing us that denying ungodlinest 
lusts, we should live soberly, richt: 
godly in this present world. “Let the » 
forsake his way, and the wnrighteoy 
thoughts, and tura unto the Lord for he » 
mercy upon him, and to our God { 
abundantly pardon. For he 1} 
sins be as scarlet they shal! be as woo! 
crimson, they shall be as w. Let 
the keeping of our souls unto bim, as ur: 
ful Creator. vi 


and 
ou iv 


aed 


wer 
sit! 
santa, @ 


sho 


—<a 

To tHe Epitor oF tae Gosper He, 
Sir,—I have, occasionally, attended +h. 

of the “Society for the Investigatior 

&c. both in the Rose-street Academy and at Vi aol 

ington Hall, and having learnt that the og, 

party were (o meet at Wa + 


iL 
Cetina 


Y 
Oi ipyte 


shington Hall, Latte: 
ed. To my astonishment I beheld the Rey De 
Covel, colleagued with a man, whom, | recep»), 
beard him publicly denounce, for his bereticy 
sentiments!!! 
A FRIEND TO CONSISTENCY 
a 
HOPKINSIANISM AND CALVINIS\ 
On Monday evening, March 25th, in the Ars 
emy in Rose-street, Dr. Spring's famous “ erm. 
on Election,” will be examined—its absy,, 
and contradictions exposed—-and the coniray }, 
tween Hopkinsian doctrine, and Hopkinsian, aii 
Calvinistic, Confession of Faith, shown to swf 
cient advantage to be evident and surprisigg: 
those who have eyes to see it. 
(7 Hopkinsians are invited to attend 


—__— 


“Tf any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of ( 
that giveth to ail men liberally, and upbraide 
not ; und it shall be given him.” 

———— 

To Correspondents. We have just receiveds 
communication from C. W. in answer to our r 
marks on his just commu 


1 which was con 
cluded in Number 38, publi Jan. Sth. Alter 
Waiting two months! C. W. with a mao- 


uscript which would more than oceupy one whole 
Number. ‘This is matter for regret to us. We 
should be gratified with an opportunity of again 
refuting his errors. But, C. W. has prevented this, 
vy his delay. Five Numbers, more, completes the 

olume ; and we have several communications 02 
hand, which, with other matter continued from 
former Numbers, prevent the inserting and w- 
swering this lengthy article. If C. W. will selec: 
from his communication the strongest arguments 
and objections to our faith, and hand them ins 
short article, they shall be published and effeciu 
ally answered. 

T. F. K., and communication on Missionaries, 


in our next. 


tter 


tee 


a 


All Communications, forwarded by Mail, for publication in (hs 
Paper, must he post paid. City Correspondents are informed, (ha 
a Letter-box is stationed at the entrance of the Printing Ufice, No 
70 Bowery, for the reception of their Communicatives. 

N.B. Subscriptions for this Paper are received at No 454Pea!- 
Street. The First Volume ofthe G.H. bound or otherwise, a7 
be obtained at the above place. 
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